
 

 

There are several things you can do to keep your child safe from predatory offenders: 
• Talk to your child about sex and relationships – Talk to them about what makes a healthy 

relationship. Have an open-door policy so they will not seek answers or inappropriate 
relationships online.  

• Keep in mind that many teens are flattered by attention from older people. Make it clear 
that a 22-year-old flirting with them is not flattering; it’s inappropriate.  

• This type of conversation can even start with young children. Talk to them about what is 
OK for people to talk about online and what is not OK. 

• Set a policy about meeting offline for older teens – If you’re not comfortable with it, 
then tell them they are not allowed to meet online friends in person. If you think it’s OK, 
then establish rules to make it safer. Suggested rules include having teens: 

• Get your permission before agreeing to meet. 
• Go with you or another adult. 
• Meet in a public place and not leave. 

• Know your child’s online friends - Encourage them not to accept friend requests from 
anyone they don’t already know. Ask questions about the people on their friends list, 
such as “How did you meet?” and “What do you talk about?” Keep in mind that some 
offenders use the Internet to target minors they already know. If someone your child 
knows contacts them online, they should check with you before responding. 

• Teach your child the warning signs - Talk to them about grooming and ways people may 
try to manipulate them. 

• Above all, call the police if you suspect your child is having inappropriate conversations 
or relationships online. You should also file a report with the website or app where 
they’ve had these conversations.  

 


