
 

 

More Dangerous Apps for Teens 

Reddit - is a place for images and stories to be posted on the internet. One quick Google search for 
“Reddit teens” tells me why teens shouldn’t be anywhere near Reddit: 

 

Mylol - 300,000 members all around the world. Join now and meet thousands of teenagers like you. 
Mylol has an integrated chat. You can chat with members or privately with someone. Where ever you 
are on mylol you can always access your conversations directly. This is dangerous because you don’t 
know who you are really meeting in these chat rooms. Anyone can make a teen profile. 

 

ASK.FM - Ask.fm is one of the hottest social networking sites that is almost exclusively used by 
teenagers and pre-teens. 25% of teens have posted something on ask.fm over the past 30 days. It is a 
question and answers site that allows the user to ask anonymous questions. Ask. Fm has Twitter and 
Facebook integration that allows users to connect with all their friends on those popular sites. Due to 
intense bullying, Ask.fm has led to 4 documented cases of suicide in the United States, Ireland, and 
Great Britain. User engages in hyper bullying by constantly asking inappropriate and derogatory 
questions. The app is totally anonymous and is not being monitored by the developers. 

 

MeetMe - Parents need to know that MeetMe - Meet New People is the app version of the popular 
online flirting, entertainment, and social networking website formerly called MyYearbook, and has some 
privacy and safety concerns. MeetMe is different from Facebook in that the primary uses of MeetMe are 
to meet new people and interact with them online rather than to keep up with your real-life friends. 
Teens, who must be 13 and in high school to sign up, use "lunch money" or credits to do things like 
putting their profile at the top of the homepage as a spotlight for others to see; to get "priority in 
match" to increase the number of "secret admirers" you get; and play online games. Much of the 
communication has "flirty" overtones. 

 

FourSquare - Foursquare is a free location-based social networking app for smartphones where people 
can see what is going on around them and find their friends' locations. Users can “check in” to 
Foursquare when they go somewhere, and the GPS coordinates are recorded. It carries safety risks as 
well it allows anyone who is your friend to see your location. The key to using Foursquare safely is to 
limit the friend's list to only those with whom your teen would feel comfortable sharing his or her 
location. 

 



 
Twitter - is an online social networking tool in which users post 140 character updates of what is going 
on in their lives along with links to things they think are interesting, funny, or useful to their followers 
(“following” being essentially what “friending” is on other sites). People use twitter in many ways, some 
as a newsfeed by following prominent people or networks, some as a pseudo-chatroom by limiting their 
followers and whom they follow to close friends and family, and some as a microblog for updating 
people about the work they are doing and their personal lives. Twitter users choose whom they do and 
do not follow. They have total control of what news they receive on their homepage. When I refer to 
your “homepage”, I’m referring to the feed that you see when signed into twitter containing your and 
your followers’ tweets. This is different from your personal twitter page (twitter.com/yourusername) 
which contains all of your tweets including your replies to other users. You can have an unlimited 
amount of followers, but only follow people if you know them personally. (FYI these are fake twitter 
names. So you are careful when choosing to let someone follow you. 

 

Facebook - is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create profiles, 
upload photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends, family, and colleagues. The 
site, which is available in 37 different languages. Within each member's personal profile, there are 
several key networking components. The most popular is arguably the Wall, which is essentially a virtual 
bulletin board. Messages left on a member's Wall can be text, video or photos. Another popular 
component is the virtual Photo Album. Photos can be uploaded from the desktop or directly from a 
smartphone camera. An interactive album feature allows the member's contacts (who are called 
generically called "friends"). You can friend anyone even people you don’t know once friends you can 
comment on each other's photos and identify (tag) people in the photos. Even directly message them. 
When you message someone it doesn’t show up on the news feed, only on each other’s private message 
board 

 

Skout - is the developer of a location-based social networking and dating application and website. Skout 
was one of the first dating and mobile people discovery applications to emphasize generalized user 
location. Skout is available on both iOS and Android operating systems. Other Skout properties include 
Nixter, a nightlife app, and Fuse, an ephemeral group messaging app. Skout reported that over 500 
million connections were made using its app in 2013. Skout uses a cellphone's global positioning system 
to help users to find other users within a general radius of one another. While searching for people, 
users can view the profile and recent activities of others that they find interesting. The application also 
allows users to instant message or send virtual gifts to one another. The company segregates its adult 
and teen communities. Skout is available in 180 countries and 14 languages 

 

Xbox Live - Whether you're on your computer, your phone or your console, Xbox Social is your 
connection to the Xbox Live community. Send and receive messages with anyone anywhere in the 
world, Play games with multi players anywhere in the world, See which friends are online. Receive web 
and mobile requests The concerns here are you children can talk live to someone they never met on the 



 
console headsets, phone, computer from anywhere in the world and play games with them online. 
There are lots of foul language being exchanged. 

 

Meow - It allows you to browse nearby users, much like Tender, and suggest people with whom you 
might be “compatible”. It has the ability to swap voice messages and photos, text and videos with 
people from countries across the world, it also works as a dating app in disguise and many are using fake 
profile pictures to talk with your child. 

 

Nimbuzz - Enables users to enjoy free calls, instant messaging, Chat rooms, photo sharing social 
games, file sharing, and social networking on their mobile device. This site is not as secure as you might 
think. Teens are using this to send photos, messages and find girls/Guys to hook up with. 

Chatous - On Chatous, you can chat with people from all over the world about the topics you care 
about. You never know whom you'll meet! That’s the issue you don’t know whom you will meet. You 
never know where these people are really from they can say they are from a different state and really 
just live around the corner. You can also share photos. 

 

Line - “Hidden Chat” allows its users to send “hidden” or short, disappearing messages. It’s similar to 
Snapchat as it allows users to send text, images, and video that will be deleted shortly after they’re read, 
but LINE differentiates itself by allowing users to select how long the messages will remain available. 
This could be anywhere from two seconds to a week. Like Snapchat, disappearing messages poses 
problems for teens because it allows them to send and receive inappropriate or embarrassing messages 
that can still be saved using a screenshot. 

 

WhatsApp - when you share a chat, photo, video, file or voice message with someone else 
on WhatsApp, they will have a copy of these messages. WhatsApp conversations when you're sharing a 
WiFi connection because there is no encryption at the application layer. [1] So if you use WA at some 
public network or even at your work WiFi, anybody who can access the network and is in range of your 
signal could be peeking into your chats and files 

 

Afterschool App -The entire app revolves around anonymous and private message boards for any given 
school. Messages can take the form of videos, pictures, or regular text. Anyone in a school can see all 
the messages posted, and users are not identifiable in any way unless they reveal personal details within 
a message. This app has been used to bully other students because it’s anonymous 

 



 
Younow - YouNow is a live broadcasting platform (an app and website at YouNow.com). On YouNow 
you can make a live video or watch channels produced by others. You can watch hundreds of live videos 
on YouNow without signing in (or registering for an account). To broadcast live videos on YouNow you 
need to sign in using your Facebook, Twitter or Google+ account. You can follow people and get 
notifications when your favorite broadcasters go live. This app is dangerous it allows 13yrs old and up to 
chat. However, I have seen as young as 7yr on their chatting with 24 yr and older men. 

 

Kakaotalk - This app raided my contact list and grabbed data without me ok’ing it…  people I had called 
just once from my phone are now my Kakao friends…Then I watched pretty much everyone on my 
contacts list show up on this.  Then I saw photos being shared and the app taking over as the main hub 
of the phone.  I had no control of what was shared. 

 

Houseparty - This opens up an entirely new circle of communication and online safety is that if one 
person in the chat happens to be connected to a user and the others are not friends, those connections 
are still able to join the conversation because of the mutual connection. Which means that kids who do 
not know each other have the opportunity to be chatting with people they do not know. 

OoVoo - With OoVoo you can make free video calls, voice calls, and send a text message to or with 
anyone. You can make up to 12 video calls at a time, on any device. You can talk to people around the 
world. This is dangerous because you may not know whom your child is really talking to. 

 

 

 

 


